
 

 

 

  

Minooka  
Primary  
Center 
April Newsletter 
Each month we will have a building newsletter that shares important upcoming 

events and details. Please read all newsletters to help wrap up one month and 

prepare for the new month! If you have bus transportation questions please call 815-

467-5133.  

Minooka Primary Center building hours are from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. The 

main office phone number is 815-467-3167. To contact the nurse please use 

extension 7003.  

The Student Activity Committee would like you to continue having your child bring 

in pop tops as well as box tops. The students love “Feeding the Box Top Robot”!  

We are still working on filling our Good Character Bucket focusing on Being 

Respectful, Responsible, Safe, and Kind while at school and at home. We intend 

on earning our fourth prize which will be a visit from a Therapy Dog during the 

second week of April. The children will learn about the trained therapy dog and 

get to interact with the dog. Remind your child that we as adults are also bucket 

fillers because we try our hardest to always make good choices in life!  

If your child has an allergy or adversity to meeting with the therapy 

dog in April please contact your child’s teacher and we will make 

alternative plans for him or her.  
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April  2019 
WILL-GRUNDY 

BIRTH-3 
SCREENINGS 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  Morris Lib 

9:30-11 

 Trinity Services 

9-12 

  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

 WCHD/WIC 

8:30-3 * 

   Easter Seals 9-
11 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

  One Hope 
United 

9-11 

Catholic 
Charities  

9-11 

Mor Lib 10:30-
12 

Trinity Services 

9-12 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

  WCHD/WIC 

8:30-3* 

  Family Dev. 
Center. 

9-11 

 

28 29 30     

 CFC #15 9-11      

       

Child & Family Connections (CFC #15)            Catholic Charities            Easter Seals            Family Development Center           

2300 Glenwood                                                          203 N Ottawa                    212 Barney Dr        1 University Parkway                          

Joliet, IL  60435              Joliet, IL  60432                Joliet, IL 60435       University Park, IL 60484                 

815-730-2617                                                                815-723-3053                     815-927-5471           708-235-7300                                         

 

One Hope United          WCHD/WIC                            Morris Library            Trinity Services 

500 Parks Ave                  501 Ella Ave                           604 Liberty                  1361 E Lincoln Hwy 

Joliet, IL  60432                Joliet, IL 60403          Morris, IL 60450        New Lenox, IL 60451 

815-722-4200                    *lunch is taken from 12-1                                         815-463-0719 

If you are looking for a screening for a child who is age 3 or over please contact your local school district. School districts conduct screenings for children age 3-5 years. 
To determine the school district you reside in, go to the following website and enter your address, https://www.greatschools.org/school-district-boundaries-map/ 
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3-5 EARLY LEARNING SCREENING INFORMATION 2019-2020 
 
For the 2019-2020 school year there will be Early Learning Screenings at 
Minooka Primary Center starting in September of 2019. You can continue 
to check the Grundy County Special Education Cooperative for county 
screenings in July of 2019.  

 
MPC RETURNING STUDENTS 2019-2020 
 
If your child is still 3 or 4 and not headed off to kindergarten and he/she is 
currently enrolled at Minooka Primary Center you will need to re-register 
for the 2019-2020 school year. In June of 2019 please call MPC’s Secretary, 
Ms. Connie, at 815-467-3167 to make a MPC re-registration appointment. 
You do not have to take your child through a screening again.  

 
KINDERGARTEN Registration Information 2019-2020 
 
If your child will be 5 on or before September 1st of 2019 please register for 
Kindergarten 
 
Kindergarten Registration Date: April 8th from 1:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.  at 
your child’s home elementary school; Aux Sable, Minooka Elementary, 
Jones Elementary, or Walnut Trails.  If your child is currently attending 
MPC we will send home a kindergarten registration packet before April 8th. 
You would need to fill out the registration packet and turn into your home 
elementary school on April 8th.  
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Increasing Physical Activity During Preschool Years 

Your preschool child may seem like he has an endless supply of energy, but too often, that excess energy 
never gets used.  Many preschoolers frequently spend hours a day in front of the TV or other electronics, and 
their high energy levels go to waste, increasing the risk of becoming overweight or having other health 
problems.  Children today are four times less active in their everyday lives than their grandparents were.   

Keeping your child physically active is an effective way of combating obesity and promoting a healthy lifestyle. 
During the preschool years, you should encourage as much active free play as possible, which will help him 
develop his motor skills.  At this age, improving coordination will allow him to participate in games and 
activities with greater skill.   Finding safe and adult supervised opportunities where your child has time for 
unstructured play, is essential for development.  In a real sense, play is a child’s work, and it is key to helping 
him grow physically as well as socially, emotionally, and intellectually.   

During these times of spontaneous play, notice how his motor skills are rapidly improving.  Rather than 
frequently running from one activity to another, he’ll be much more interested in playing tag with other kids 
or riding a tricycle for longer periods of time.  He’ll be more able to catch a bounced ball and throw it 
overhand.  He’ll run, skip, hop, jump, and walk up and down the stairs without holding onto a rail.  He’ll 
perform somersaults and climb on playground equipment.  He’ll develop creativity and problem solving skills, 
learn to cooperate with playmates, and discover the world around him. 

Provide your child with age-appropriate play equipment such as balls, plastic bats, and Frisbees to make 
exercise fun, but allow him freedom to choose exactly what to play with at any given time.  When you’re 
planning family time, schedule physical activities whenever possible, such as going for a bicycle or tricycle ride 
on a nearby bike path, kicking a soccer ball back and forth in the local park, blowing and chasing bubbles 
outside, or playing catch in the backyard.  Remember, parents are important role models for physical activity.   

Keep in mind that your preschooler’s physical skills are developing far faster than his judgment.  His playtime 
needs to be supervised, particularly to keep him from dangerous situations like chasing a ball into the 
street.  Show your child the curb, and teach him to always stop at the curb, and never cross the street without 
a safe adult.  Teach your child to ride his bike on the sidewalk, and not in the street.  Preschool children are 
too young to ride safely in the street.  Enjoy building memories together while promoting growth and 
development and a healthy lifestyle!   

Source: A Parent’s Guide to Childhood Obesity: A Road Map to Health (2006 American Academy of Pediatrics), 
healthychildren.org 
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Choosing the Right Size Bicycle 

To keep your child safe, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends the following tips: 

 Do not push your child to ride a 2 wheeled bike until he is ready, about age 5.  Consider the child’s 
coordination and desire to learn to ride.   

 Take your child with you when you shop for the bike, so that he can try it out.  The value of a properly 
fitting bike far outweighs the value of surprising your child with a new bike.  

 Buy a bike that is the right size, not one your child has to grow into.  Oversized bikes are especially 
dangerous.  The child may lose control and be injured. 

 To test for proper fit, your child must be able to place the balls of both feet on the ground while sitting 
on the seat with his hands on the handlebar.  While straddling the center bar, your child should be able 
to stand with both feet flat on the ground with about 1 inch clearance between the crotch and the 
bar.   

 Your child’s first bicycle should have coaster brakes.  Preschoolers and Kindergarteners are often 
unable to use hand brakes correctly.   

 When buying a bike with hand brakes for an older child, make sure the child can comfortably grasp the 
brakes and apply sufficient pressure to stop the bike.  Coaster brakes should be used until your child is 
older and more experienced.   

 Whenever buying a bike, make sure you buy a Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) 
approved helmet for your child.  Do not resell, donate, or buy a used bike helmet because it may be 
too old to provide protection or may have been in a crash.  A helmet should be worn squarely on top of 
the head, covering the top of the forehead.  If it is tipped back, it will not protect the forehead.  The 
helmet fits well if it doesn’t move around on the head or slide down over the child’s eyes when pushed 
or pulled.  The chin strap should be adjusted to fit snugly.   

 Make sure your child always wears a helmet every time he or she rides!  A helmet helps prevent head 
injuries and can save your child’s life. 

Source: The Injury Prevention Program (2005 American Academy of Pediatrics), healthychildren.org 
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“Paw”some Book Fair & Character 

Reward Details 

April 8th-April 12th 

 

The book fair will be located at Minooka Primary Center in the 

Conference Room!  

 

Parents can send money with their child and their teachers will 

help them select and check out books! More information to come 

home with your child on the Scholastic Book Fair flyer.  

“Paw”some Character Reward #4 will be April 9th and April 11th. 

Two different therapy dogs will visit the kids in their classroom. 

The trainers will discuss what the dogs do for people and they 

will read to the kids and show them how the dog can sit and 

listen using his good character! The dogs are Buddy and Frog. If 

your child has an allergy to dogs please contact your child’s 

teacher so we can help make needed accommodations.  
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MPC Family Reading and Bingo 

Night 

 Reading is “Paw”some  

 

April 9th 

4:30 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. 

The Book Fair will be OPEN  

BRING YOUR FAVORITE “STUFFED” PET AND BE 

READY TO READ AS A FAMILY, PLAY BINGO, AND 

VISIT OUR BOOK FAIR! THERE WILL BE PHOTO 

OPPORTUNITIES SO BRING YOUR SMART PHONES!  
 

This is a great opportunity to have a family night at school. Students will have the option to read as a 

family, play Bingo, go to the book fair, and there will be a snack provided! Parents feel free to bring a 

blanket and your smart phone for pictures. Students/children feel free to bring your “stuffed” pet to 

cuddle and read with!  

There will be a special guest appearance, and he has BIG RED paws!  
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APRIL 

2019 IMPORTANT  

DATES 
1. Monday, April 1st, School Resumes from Spring Break 
2. Monday April 8th, Kindergarten Registration at 201 Elementary Buildings 1-8pm 
3. April 8th-April 12th, Book Fair, see page 5 
4. Tuesday, April 9th, MPC Family Reading and Bingo Night @ MPC,  see page 6 
5. Friday, April 12th, Half Day, PM attends 8:45-11:25 a.m.  
6. Friday April 19th and Monday April 22nd No School  
7. Thursday, April 25th, Firefighter Cindy Day at MPC-Firefighter Throw Down  

 
 

Please mark your calendars. Also, reminders are sent home via teacher mail as well as email 
blasts, if your email address is not listed in PowerSchool please call 815-467-3167 to add your 
email address.  
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Practice playing cooperative games by taking turns, using your words, and 

showing good character! Have your child pick a shape and play tic tac toe can 

also help develop fine motor skills. 


